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[bookmark: _GoBack]Article Summary: Development of Arabic Scripts
‘Taking a Close Look” by Rafiq Elmansy  summaries the evolution of Arabic calligraphy as a tool for communication. Elmanys futher explains how Arabic calligraphy expands our visual experience beyond the beautiful glyphs and forms. I deally, Arabic calligraphy is characterized by numerous scripts that reflect the time they developed and others the geographical area where they originated. According to Rafiq, archaeologists have found writings in the northern Peninsula dated 14th century BC. The first script was Arabic Musnad discovered in Yemen. Although the text does not have cursive aesthetics was discovered in Yemen, Al-Jazm Script is the first Arabic-like form of the alphabet, and it developed into different styles such as Hiri. Kufic script evolved as the next stage of Arabic calligraphy's development. The text generated in the 7th century and mostly used in documenting the holy book. The script did not have dots which were added later in the development. Angular shapes and long vertical lines characterized the text for use in architectural decorations of buildings.
Abbasid dynasty (750 – 1258 CE) brought advancements in Arabic calligraphy where Thuluth and Naskh developed. Thuluth script developed in the 11th century during Abbasid dynasty. It was commonly used to decorate mosques and different types of texts. Naskh script was used to copy books. Its readable glyphs made it efficient in long passages and inscriptions. Safavid dynasty made a substantial contribution by developing Ta’liq script and a more developed version called Nasta’liq. Ta’liq script had the shape of the script's lines that look hung together. The text got refined in the 13th century, and the distance between lines makes it consume the page. Nasta’liq is a refined version of the Ta’liq script, and it developed in the 15th century and continued until the 16th century in Persia and Turkey. The Maghribi Script developed during the 10th century and was characterized by descending lines written with huge bowls and by letters of a combined thickness. It is suitable for decorations as well as titles.
Elmansy concludes with an clarification that during Ottoman dynasty (1444 – 1923), Arabic calligraphy went through noticeable evolution and also the enhancement of the existing script. Most Arabic texts reached their final and modern form between the 15th and 19th centuries. Many versions were developed such as Diwani, Riq'a, Tughra'a, and Siyaqat. Diwani script was used to write official documents in courts while Riq'a developed in the 18th century. The name "Riq'a" derives from how the script was used: written on small pieces of paper or cloth. It is perfect for paragraphs and long texts.
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